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$310 million gone to waste
BY JOSE SOTO

Yes, Hidalgo County is a border

The Prospector

community, but wouldn’t it make

Texas Governor Greg Abbott recently said
there are 20,000
“dangerous” drugrelated gang members in the Houston area earlier
this month. He said this after he signed
a bill that will allocate $310 million to
help secure the border with advanced
technology and training.
Do you know where Houston is,
Governor Abbott?
The Texas-Mexico border has always
been a touchy subject with politicians,
law enforcement and the community.
You’re either on one side or another.
I, for one, don’t agree with the $310
million going toward securing our borders. Abbott has always been very vocal
about border security, stating that he
will do this and that to ensure no illegal immigration or drug trafficking occurs, but that is all dream talk–in other
words, in your dreams, Abbott.
That amount of money could be
used for other logistical and substantial
needs: education, road construction,
the list goes on and on. Border security? Has that not been discussed before?
The reality is that the border is it’s
own entity. It harbors it’s own dilemmas
and situations, and it’s kind of like an
island in the middle of our town. Yes,
El Paso is a border city, but the border
itself has it’s own existence.
Allocating millions toward border
security is not going to fix anything. It
hasn’t before and it doesn’t seem like
it ever will. Abbott’s and the legislature’s contribution is one of the largest
monetary investments in Texas history.
Will it do any good? We will see, but it
doesn’t seem like it will.
Three-hundred-and-ten-million
dollars will be spent to enforce border
patrolling. This includes southbound
checkpoints that will look out for guns
and cash transits.
Has that not been happening already? What were we patrolling for
before? Yes, southbound regulation is a
new aspect to the game, but does it require three million to do so? We already
know what goes down into Mexico.
This seems like a lot of money to invest
into re-figuring that out.
Security here on the border is an
on-going situation. Should it rely on
that much money? Should it not be a
continuous cash flow? State funding
has proven to fail in halting the illegal
transit of drugs, weapons, money and
people. There is obviously more of an
underlining issue here than security.
Not only will House Bill 11 “improve”
border security, it will also fund a facility that will monitor border activity–in
Hidalgo County. That is almost 800
miles from El Paso.

sense to place such facilities in a
town where jobs and income could
be generated? We do have $310 million to make up for.
However, Hidalgo County is the area
that sees a influx of undocumented
immigrants. What are they fleeing
from? What is the reason that they eagerly want residence here in the United
States? We should be implementing
that money into social causes to prevent
or aid that cause instead of preventing
it. These people are already here and
more are to follow. It makes more sense
to financially look into adjusting that
social issue instead of spending money
to prevent it.
Three million seems ridiculous. We
already have a federal border security
system set in place. Why not simply
implement more training and procedures to the people who are already
knowledgeable on the matter? Adding
that amount of money to already implemented protocol seems absurd.
Furthermore, the border itself is an
entity on it’s own. It doesn’t need additional security funding. What the
border needs is research. We need to
understand the social phenomenon
that it is. It doesn’t need security. What
it needs is understanding. How could
we figure out the way and reasons why
people are crossing it every day. It’s
not a matter of funds, it’s a matter of
knowledge.
There are thousands of undocumented immigrants who are currently
working, attending school and investing in our economy. They are already an
instituted portion of society. It is much
easier-—and smarter—to invest in their
development instead of resisting their
existence. Three million could go a long
way for social causes instead of using
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that to cause social issues
Jose Soto may be reached at theprospectordaily.news@
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Fourth of July celebrated the El Paso way

The Ardovino’s Desert Crossing

farmer’s market will be taking place
from 9 a.m. until noon, and during
the evening beginning at 5 p.m. The
FM Junkies Dance Band will be performing at 8 p.m.
“We will be having a great local
dance band so we will also have a
dance area,” said Marina Ardovino,
owner of Ardovino’s Desert Crossing.
Instead of serving typical Fourth of
July food such as hot dogs, Ardovino’s
Desert Crossing will be offering their
smoked prime rib.
“The prime rib is raised in New
Mexico,” Ardovino said. “We will also
be having fourth of July drink and
FILE PHOTO

BY FERNANDA LEON
The Prospector
Whenever the streets are adorned
with red, white and blue, it’s unmistakably Independence Day. The national holiday is fast approaching
and the event list in El Paso is ample,
ranging from parades to theme parties that will entertain the El Paso
community this Fourth of July.
City events will start in the morning and end late at night. Everything
from dog hiking activities to patio
parties and musical performances
will be offered to the community.
Without exception, of course, are
the annual classic fireworks shows

and the Fourth of July Parade, presented by The Rotary Club of West El
Paso.
The parade will begin at 9 a.m. at
the Western Hills Methodist Church,
located at 530 Thunderbird and will
end on Champions Drive, beside
Coronado High School.
This year’s annual theme will be
“Fly Your American Flag.”
According to The Rotary Club of
West El Paso website, this event attracts thousands of spectators and
is also the largest single community
event in the area.
“Attending the Rotary Club Fourth
of July Parade is a great way to show
my patriotism and support for the

“The result of the
parade means that
people in need will
benefit.”

- Manuel Papadakis,
senior criminal justice major

Ciudad Juarez gets cultural
BY FERNANDA LEON
The Prospector
Objects of different materials, colors and sizes are what the recently
opened Julia & Ernestina in Ciudad
Juarez offers.
The store carries diverse articles
that come mostly from different Mexican companies and designers.
“Julia & Ernestina is a new concept here in Ciudad Juarez,” said
Monica Renee Morales Gallo, owner
of the store. “It offers you a different
way to see things because we collect
antiques.”
For Morales, the store represents a
huge achievement since it took many
years for her to open the doors. She
believes that being in the border
could result in a disadvantage.
“Everyone runs to El Paso to buy
things leaving Ciudad Juarez at a disadvantage,” Morales said.
Morales said in order for Ciudad
Juarez to resurge, money has to be
circulating in the city and not outside.
The store is named after the owner’s
grandmothers. According to Morales,
her husband’s family had the habit
of naming their businesses after the
women in the family.
What Julia & Ernestina offers are
products made by different Mexican artisans, designers and compa-

nies that fill the store with unique
products.
All of the products come from different parts of Mexico.
“We have two providers from the
United States that provide us with
replicas from antiques because we
don’t sell our antiques,” Morales said.
“There are big companies from the
U.S. that send us vintage things or
replicas that we sell.”
Among the things that the store offers are many collectible items from
Coca-Cola and the Mexican Lottery.
“I have met collectors, a lot of collectors, for example, of the Mexican
Lottery. The calacas is something that
people come and search for all the
time, it’s something that I love and
that I have,” Morales said. “I also have
a client who is a collector of CocaCola items.”
Morales’s family has a workshop
where they fabricate furniture and
fixtures that they sell at Julia &
Ernestina.
“I think the store is fabulous because it is one of a kind,” Morales said.
“There’s nothing similar in the city
and it has accessible prices and things
that you don’t find anywhere else if
you want to know a little bit about
Mexican traditions,” said Karla Fonseca, a recent customer.

Morales likes to shop locally and is
interested in young people that just
finished their degree or are still in
college.
“I really like industrial designers,
graphic designers, and interior designers,” Morales said. “What are they
doing and what proposals do they
have? They come and look for me and
offer me what they are doing,” Morales said.
From notebooks, wood bracelets
and boxes painted by hand, Morales
said people reach out to her to show
and sell their products at Julia &
Ernestina.
“They like my store to show their
things and people come to me,” Morales said. “This has helped me a lot
to have different things that you won’t
find anywhere else.”
For Morales, the business world is
still ruled by men and this has represented different challenges for her in
many factors. Things like her gender
and age have made it difficult for her
to stand out as a businesswoman and
interior designer.
“To tell you the truth what impulses
me a lot is my family,” Morales said.
“They always say ‘you can do it, you
can do it’.”
Fernanda Leon can be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

community,” said Manuel Papadakis,
senior criminal justice major.
During the event, families will be
able to enjoy marching bands, floats
and vintage cars that will relate to the
theme.
“My family has been a part of a Rotary Club for over 20 years now, and
I know that the money that will be
collected from this event will later be
used to help the community in other
ways, so this is not just an event to go
and enjoy, but the result of the parade
means that people in need will benefit,” Papadakis said.
Another event that will be forming
part of the Fourth of July celebrations
in the city will be the July Patio Party
at Ardovino’s Desert Crossing.

food specials.”
Attendants of this event may observe fireworks from the patio.
“The patio behind the restaurant
has an amazing view to see these fireworks,” Ardovino said.
For more information about the
Fourth of July Parade, visit rotarywestelpaso.org.
For more information about the
Fourth of July Patio Party and other
Independence Day El Paso events, visit ardovinos.com or visitelpasocom.
Fernanda Leon can be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com

FOURTH OF JULY EVENTS
VIVA! El Paso

8:30 p.m. @ McKelligon Canyon Ampitheatre

Patriotic Pups Parade
7 a.m. @ Franklin Mountain State Park

Fourth of July Patio Party
5 p.m. @ Ardovino’s

Dancing in the City
7 p.m. @ Convention Center Plaza

White Sands Sunset Strolls
7 p.m. @ Dunes Drive at White Sands National
Monument

Concordia Cemetery Ghost Tour
9 p.m. @ Condordia Cemetery

Downtown Art & Farmers Market
9 a.m. @ Union Plaza District

Bug Fest
9 a.m. @ The El Paso Zoo

Laughter Yoga Club of El Paso
1 p.m. @ Dorris Van Doren Library Family Room

